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Shabbona Village Board Meeting Minutes 
December 17, Regular Meeting 
The Regular Meeting of the Shabbona Village Board was called to order by Interim Village President 

Donald J. Goncher on Monday, December 17th at 7:00 P.M. in the meeting room of the Village 

Maintenance Building. The following were in attendance:  

 
Title Name Present Not 

Present 

 Title Name Present Not 

Present  

 

President Donald J. 

Goncher 
  

 Trustee Marcus 

Cinnamon 
  

 

Treasurer Cindy 

Barnes 
  

 Trustee Jamie 

Deutsch 
      

 

Clerk Janet 

Clark 
  

 Trustee Dan Nolan 
  

 

Deputy 

Clerk 

Jennifer 

Morrison 
  

 Trustee Frank 

Ottengheime 
  

 

Attorney Jessica 

Harrill 
 

  
 Trustee Joe Perkins 

  
 

Engineer Norm 

Beeh 
  

 Trustee John Rood 
  

 

Maint. Bud 

Forrer 
  

   
  

 

 

OPENING OF MEETING/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/ ROLL CALL 
 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA 
Frank Ottengheime requested to add discussion about amending list of building inspections requiring 

permits.   

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Joe Perkins motioned to approve.  Jamie Deutsch seconded. All in favor vote aye.  Motion carried.  

 

CITIZENS ADDRESSING THE BOARD 
There were no citizen comments.  

 

REPORTS and ACTION  

A. VILLAGE ENGINEER NORM BEEH 

The IEPA loan application paperwork has been submitted.  Norm set it up as a two-phase project.  Phase 

1 includes the well house and Phase 2 includes water main improvements.  IEPA working on review to 

make sure we qualify.  The Village board would have to determine if they want to do the improvements 

all at once or in phases.  Norm spoke to IEPA loan project manager and Shabbona may qualify for some 

loan forgiveness.  They will not guarantee or indicate how much forgiveness until after loan is approved.  

Phase 2 Water Main project cost is $241,012.  Phase 1 Well-House cost is $994,000.  Both Ag Tech and 

Norm have been trying to get in touch with IEPA land application engineer to get permit approved.  
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Both have had hard time getting in touch but will continue trying. Nothing new on aeration RFP—will 

go out this winter.  

 

B.  ZONING MAP UPDATE 

There have been changes to zoning and there is uncertainty over what was voted on and what should be 

illustrated on the map.  There is a question over whether multi-use properties and businesses on west end 

of town have been accurately recorded on the map.  Norm Beeh was asked to update and print new map 

but he has questions over whether multi-use properties were formally approved.  The village can find no 

record of west end properties changing from Commercial to Industrial.  It is on the zoning map that the 

village has as Industrial but should be Commercial. The Clerk will check with the County records to see 

the most recent map they have on file.    

 

C.  MAINTENANCE REPORT 

Buddy—They hauled a lot of snow last month.  They continue to try and remove leaves as the snow 

melts.   Continued pick up of wind damage, branches.  Tank on leaf vac was repaired.  They hope to get 

more trees planted if weather cooperates.   One side of shop furnace isn’t working.  Lowe Heating & 

Cooling looked at it and found that one of the regulator gas valves is bad.  Lowe has the replacement 

valve on order and will fix when it’s in. One load of salt is here, have up to 2 additional loads on reserve 

if we need. We’ve been going through the maps and plans.  Don Goncher has been looking into 

acquiring a map drawer.  Marc Cinnamon may be able to purchase a cabinet from his work.  Would like 

to have the maps all in one place should we need them.  They have filled pot-holes. Dan Nolan inquired 

as to whether they’ve looked into how to keep the Preserve Road ditch clear next summer.  Frank 

Ottengheime suggested that they may be able to rent a piece of equipment to manage the area.  Will 

need to be careful as there are utilities and dangerous spots that could damage equipment and vehicles.  

 

D.  SHABBONA PATHWAY COMMITTEE-DAN NOLAN 

Land owner contact for Safe Routes to School has been done.  Regarding the RTP grant, they’ve talked 

to the school, Jim Johnson, and Power of Attorney for Mrs. Lovering.  Need RTP contract in hand 

before contacting the rest of the land owners.  There will need to be an agreement or resolution in the 

future for use of village streets as part of the project.   

 

E.  RPC REPORT—DAN NOLAN 

The next meeting is 6:00 PM on January 24th at the Quilhot Schoolhouse next to Resource bank.  Will 

need to post meeting per OMA requirements.  

 

F.  AD-HOC COMMITTEE FOR TREES—MARC CINNAMON 

The Application for the Arbor Day Foundation Tree City USA Award has been submitted.  Marc has 

received confirmation that they’ve received the application.  Trying to plant more trees over next week 

if weather stays good.  Flower pots west of Nokomis have been picked up.  

 

G. ITEP GRANT—Marc gave a brief overview of local communities that had been awarded grants.  

The next committee meeting will take place on January 5th at 8 am at the village office.  Marc has 

reached out to the Mayor of Durand for suggestions on how to move forward with the grant process.  

The grant should help the village take advantage of some of the traffic coming into town from the state 
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park.  Other ideas include making the village walkable from Screamers to the nursing home.  The grant 

is an 80/20 matching grant so the village would have to pay for 20% of the project cost. The village will 

probably have to hire a grant writer.  A couple of vacant lots in town might be eligible for a Brownfield 

grant—Rt. 30 and Illini for example.  Some spaces between businesses can be improved.  The 

application is due in late 2019 and the next award will be in 2020.  The Pathway project might break 

ground late this year and could tie nicely with ITEP project.   

 

H.  SHERIFF REPORT 

The Sheriff’s report was reviewed 

 

I.  BUILDING & ZONING 

Karl Froehlich of Fire Safety Watch Services sent a letter stating that he would relinquish services 

effective 12/31/18   The board will consider a new inspection service.  

 

J.  CLERK & DEPUTY CLERK 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES-  

John Rood motioned to approve the minutes as amended. Joe Perkins seconded.  All in favor vote aye. 

Motion carried.   

 

FINANCIALS 

A.  TREASURER’S REPORT 

Frank Ottengheime noted that a vote to pay off two bonds was made at the previous meeting without 

being on the agenda which is an OMA requirement.  Attorney, Jessica Harrill, said this can be corrected 

at the January meeting with a motion to ratify payment of bonds.  Frank Ottengheime further noted that 

the money to pay off the bonds was not appropriated.  Cindy Barnes stated that this can be adjusted 

later.  The appropriations will have to be amended at the January meeting.  Dan Nolan motioned to 

accept the Treasurer’s report. Marc Cinnamon seconded.  Roll Call Vote:  Marc Cinnamon-aye, Jamie 

Deutsch-aye. Dan Nolan-aye, Joe Perkins-aye, Frank Ottengheime-no, John Rood-aye.  Motion carried.     

 

B.  UTILITY BILL ISSUES 

Cindy has spoken with the property management company regarding the house on Navaho which still 

has water shut off.  The management company spoke as though they wanted it on but have not come 

through with payment.  Buddy and Trevor will be reading meters next week and bills will be going out 

first week of January.  

 

C.  APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Frank Ottengheime motioned to approve the bills.  Dan Nolan seconded.    

Roll Call Vote:  Marc Cinnamon-aye, Jamie Deutsch-aye. Frank Ottengheime-aye, Dan Nolan-aye, Joe 

Perkins-aye, John Rood-aye.  Motion Carried.   

 

D.  DONATIONS 

The board considered making a donation to Safe Passage—Dan Nolan commented that they are one of 

the only local agencies that provide those types of services:  women’s shelter, education, outreach, 

volunteer work.  Frank Ottengheime commented that he has heard from constituents that too much 

taxpayer money is going to outside organizations.  Dan Nolan commented that there are people from our 
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community that benefit from the services they provide.  Dan Nolan motioned that the village donate 

$100 to Safe Passage.  Marc Cinnamon seconded.  Roll Call Vote:  Marc Cinnamon-aye. Jamie 

Deutsch-no. Frank Ottengheime-no, Dan Nolan-aye, Joe Perkins-no, John Rood-no.  Motion Failed.    

 

OLD BUSINESS 
A.  SOLAR & ADULT ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS ORDINANCE DISCUSSION 

Keith Foster is working on a solar ordinance that will need to go before a public hearing.  If we want to 

pursue restricting adult entertainment businesses to Industrial then we can set up hearing to consider 

zoning for both solar and adult entertainment businesses.  It was agreed that that was the best course of 

action.  

 

B.   INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (IGA) WITH DEKALB COUNTY 

Attorney Jessica Harrill talked this afternoon with Keith Foster and they’re still waiting to her back from 

State’s Attorney’s office regarding IGA.   
 

Mayor Goncher inquired with Attorney Jessica Harrill as to the progress made with the Bend 

Annexiation agreement.   She noted that both she and Keith Foster have talked to Mr. Bend’s attorney 

regarding the annexation agreement on his property. Keith’s office has no documents of an annexation 

agreement.  It was noted that when CPS sold the property to Ron Bend there was no annexation 

agreement with the town.  Norm Beeh questioned why the entire property is not simply annexed into the 

town.  Jessica Harrill noted that this was an option that was considered and they are just waiting to hear 

back from Mr. Bend’s attorney. 

 

C.  UTILITY RATES 

Don Goncher provided a line graph illustrating the percentage increase of water/sewer rates, Consumer 

Price Index, and Inflation.   He noted that the goal is to provide a percentage increase that residents can 

anticipate year-to-year.  If the village considers an increase of 2%, that’s about $6.81 a year or 57 cents a 

month.  Frank Ottengheime suggested that we first get a better idea as to what the cost versus income is.  

Don Goncher noted that we should budget for cleaning sewer treat plant more regularly to avoid 

problems and cost associated with putting it off.  John Rood suggested that the board obtain a hard 

number from IEPA before considering rate adjustments.  Frank Ottengheime said it would be inaccurate 

to call it a bond payment since the bonds have been paid off.  Jamie Deutsch noted that since we paid off 

the bond with our own money continuing to collect the $30 would be paying ourselves back.  However, 

it would be deceptive to continue to refer to it as a bond payment.  It would not be well accepted to 

return the $30 and then ask for it back with a rate increase. Jamie Deutsch suggested that if the $30 is 

kept on the bill that the charge is renamed and a letter to residents explaining that the $30 is for capital 

improvements would be needed. Cindy Barnes noted that to drop off the $30.00/quarter it would take a 

39.5% increase of water & sewer rates to keep income the same.  Frank Ottengheime motioned the 

village drop the $30 quarterly bond payment.  Joe Perkins seconded.  Motion failed. 

 

Frank Ottengheime inquired as to what the village’s obligation to pay the general fund back for the 

bonds.  Cindy Barnes stated that you can pay anything from the general fund that you want.  It’s the 

water and sewer fund that is restricted.  If you take money out of general, you’re not obligated to pay 

general back.  John Rood motioned to postpone decision on removing 30-dollar bond payment until 

there is clarification on whether funds need to be repaid to the general fund.  Joe Perkins seconded. 

Roll Call Vote:  Marc Cinnamon-aye, Jamie Deutsch-aye, Frank Ottengheime-aye, Dan Nolan-aye, Joe 

Perkins-aye, John Rood-aye.   Motion carried.   
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E.  BUILDING INSPECTION SERVICES 

ICCI and B&F Construction Services 

B&F will enforce our codes.  They do plan review and inspection.  Whatever that total is will be the flat 

permit fee for any.  Travel time to be added one way--$80.  May be able to work out removing that cost 

or reducing it to lower cost of the permit fee.  They have an ordinance specialist for re-writing 

ordinances.  Don Goncher inquired with the board as to whether he should continue negotiating with 

B&F Construction Services.  

 

Frank Ottengheime stated that the village needs to know what the codes are and whether we want to 

require certain codes before we have someone enforcing new codes.  The village is currently enforcing 

2000 BOCA codes.  Joe Perkins noted that we may need to bring our codes up to date. Frank 

Ottengheime further commented that people choose to live in this town because they don’t have things 

forced on them.   Dan Nolan stated that the village needs more enforcement than we currently have.  It 

was agreed that Don Goncher would have B&F come in and give a presentation to the trustees on the 

scope of their services and the building codes they enforce.  

 

Frank Ottengheime added to the agenda a discussion that the village leave out requiring permits for 

windows, doors, siding, roofs, anything that deals with updating the appearance and is not structural.  He 

stated that this should be in writing. Don Goncher noted that this would be brought up with the 

prospective inspection company.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Joe Perkins motioned to adjourn at 8:49 PM.  John Rood seconded.  All in favor vote aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 
Meeting Minutes of the Village of Shabbona, Illinois submitted by Village Clerk, Janet Clark. 

 

/s/____________________________________________, 2018 
 
 

Approved: 

 

 
 


