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Shabbona Village Board Meeting Minutes 
 

3/27/17 Regular Meeting 
The Regular Meeting of the Shabbona Village Board was called to order by Village President Claudia 

Hicks on Monday, March 27, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the meeting room of the Village Maintenance 

Building.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a roll call of officers and 

professional members of the village board. The following were in attendance:  

Title Name Present Not 

Present 

 Title Name Present Not 

Present  

 

President Claudia 

Hicks 
  

 Trustee Al 

Aspengren 
  

 

Treasurer Cindy 

Barnes 
  

 Trustee Marcus 

Cinnamon 
  

 

Clerk Allison 

Kidd 

Probst 

  

 Trustee Jamie 

Deutsch   

 

Attorney Keith 

Foster/ 

Cassandra 

  

 Trustee Dan Nolan 

  

 

Engineer Norm 

Beeh 
  

 Trustee Frank 

Ottengheime 
  

 

Maint. Randy 

Davis 
  

 Trustee John Rood 
  

 

 

Additions to the Agenda: 
None. 

 

Citizen’s Addressing the Board:   
Ken Bray- Village Clerk Allison Kidd Probst read a letter from Ken Bray regarding the new well’s 

arsenic level and the lack of testing on the water by village engineer Norm Beeh. 

 

Tom Wisted- sent a letter to the board along with a recent newspaper article regarding TIF districts.  

His letter requested the board look into a new TIF district. 

 

Tiffany Dallas- Village Clerk Allison Kidd Probst read a letter from Tiffany Dallas regarding her 

concern on the speed of drivers and number of cars parked on Navaho by the park as well as the 

difficulty in seeing to cross Route 30 at Illini St.  This will be addressed under new business. 

 

Janet Clark- The Flewellin Memorial Library Director Janet Clark sent a letter notifying the board of 

a law passed in 1978 that required villages to pay a portion of the personal property replacement tax 

to the local library.  She did not request back money owed just money going forward.  She asked if 

the library could get assistance with snow removal and the one water bill waived it would be 

appreciated.  The board agreed to assist with the snow removal.  An ordinance was drafted to address 

the payment going forward.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to adopt the ordinance to pay the 



2 | P a g e  

 

library from the PPRT.  John Rood seconded.   Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, Yes: 

Deutsch, Yes: Nolan, Yes: Ottengheime, Yes:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried.  It was determined it will 

take place beginning with FY2017.  Janet Clark also asked if signs could be placed where the 

municipal lots are for additional parking for the library.  There are times there is not enough parking 

for patrons. 

 

Lisa Johnson- stated she is having issues with patrons of Blackbeard’s Gaming, they are smoking 

outside of the establishment too close to the post office as well as saying inappropriate things to her.  

Claudia Hicks has informed them they must go down the alley to smoke.  John Rood asked Mrs. 

Hicks to document her discussions with them as well as have the police notified.   

 

Reports and Action (Ad Hoc Committees): 
A.   Ad Hoc Committee for Trees:  Marc Cinnamon reported the solar lighting should be installed in 

the next 7-10 days.  Tree City USA signs will be placed on the posts.  The thank you for visiting and 

north and south road signs to be installed by the end of April.  The landscape walls will be extended 

on all sides.  Brush to be cleaned up and selecting work days to do so.  Alleyways need to be cleaned 

up on property owners land.  Mr. Cinnamon discussed cost sharing and pruning is not an option.  The 

village received a very good price for different arbor vitae of $53.50 per plant.  Both of the property 

owners bought the property and plants were already there.  The same tree company gave price to 

remove trees at 202 W. Cherokee which are a serious hazard at $1500.00 for both.  The tree board 

met on March 25th and discussed the planters in the downtown being done by Mother’s Day.  They 

are also looking into small landscaping beds.  An Arbor Day ceremony will be held the last day of 

school and Mr. Cinnamon is donating a tree to the grade school to plant.  It was discussed what to do 

with the old signs.  Silent bids will be accepted.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motion to approve paying 

$1000 toward the arbor vitae removal and $1500 for tree removal.  Died for lack of a second.  This 

will be added to next month’s agenda and possibly paid in the next fiscal year.  

 

B. Economic Development:  Jerry Foster reported that the $20,000.00 grant was awarded for the NIU 

study.  The next meeting is April 24, 2017 at 5:45 pm at the Resource Bank school house.  The goal 

of the meeting is to execute the contract.  He also brought along William, Jared and Amit from 

Syndeo Networks regarding fiber optics.  They would like to erect 3 antennae around the village.  All 

towers are fiber fed and they are asking for assistance in access to tower sites.  One option is to 

include their billing in the utility billing.  Frank Ottengheime asked they consider adding the fire 

station as a location to provide their services in addition to the library that is already on the list.  The 

average cost to a resident who uses their services is $40-$50/ month.  The first tower could be up 

within 90 days.  There is no financial commitment needed from the village and it also does not 

violate the Mediacom franchise agreement. 

 

Reports and Action: 
 

A.  Sheriff’s Report:  No questions. 

 

B.  Building Department:  No report. 
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C.  Shabbona Pathway Committee:  Dan Nolan reported that the focus group was held on March 15th 

at UNC.  There were 12 people present.  The RTP grant is due on April 3, 2017.  The next meeting is 

April 8, 2017.  

 

D.  Village-Randy Davis or Bud Forrer: 

1.  Leaf vacuum needs a new suction hose.  One similar to what they have would cost $791.00 and a 

more durable on would be $1535.00.  The concern from the board is the more durable may be more 

difficult to handle.  Randy will purchase a hose for $791.00.   

2.  Bid from Mike Nelson to roof the sewer plant with tin was received for $4550.00.  It would be 

$150.00 less for tax exempt.   

3.  Brush pickup continues 

4.  Randy has been locking the sewer plant 

5.  Last load of salt received 

6.  Patching potholes 

7.  Trimming trees in alley 

Dan Nolan asked if the tree board can borrow the water tan from Frank Ottengheime to water flowers 

up town.  This should not be an issue.  

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 
February 27, 2017 Regular Meeting:  Motion: Marc Cinnamon motioned to approve the minutes of 

the February 27, 2017 regular meeting.  Dan Nolan seconded.  All in favor vote aye, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
A.  Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  Motion:  Frank Ottengheime motioned to approve the monthly 

treasurer’s report.  Al Aspengren seconded. All in favor vote aye, motion carried.  Al Aspengren 

asked about the money being held in escrow for the subdivision that is no longer planned.  He also 

provided documentation for the attorney to review about possibly rolling the money into the general 

fund. 

 

B.  Water Issues:  None at this time 

 

C. Water Rates:  Cindy Barnes provided the board with numerous options for raising water rates to 

cover future costs.  Frank Ottengheime and Jamie Deutsch do not want an increase at this time.  

Cindy informed them that there is not a lot of funds in backup at this time.  Motion:  Al Aspengren 

motioned to accept proposed rate G.  Motion died for lack of second.  The topic will be placed on 

next month’s agenda. 

 

Bills:    
Motion: Dan Nolan motioned to approve the bills to be paid and add the bill from Braniff 

Communications ($969.20) as well as the payment to Flewellin Memorial Library ($522.07).  John 

Rood seconded.  Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, Yes: Deutsch, Yes: Nolan, Yes: 

Ottengheime, Yes:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried. 
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Norm Beeh- Village Engineer: 
A. New Well:  Norm Beeh reported that Shabbona is located over a valley where the bedrock is 450 

feet below the surface.  Well #5 is 410 feet deep; the new well is approximately the same depth.  The 

new well is currently temporarily capped.  He agreed that looking for potential other grants for 

funding is an option.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to move forward with an application for 

$1,000,000 loan.  Died for lack of second.  He then amended the motion to get ready for a grant.  Dan 

Nolan asked what the cost would be and it was an estimated $30,000.  The board questioned whether 

they can afford any amount.   

Mr. Beeh then state his reasons in response to Mr. Bray’s letter as to why he did not test the water 

from the test hole.  There is no provision for water testing and he felt it would be fine based on the 

continual results from Well #5 which is pulling from the same water source.  Frank Ottengheime 

wants an executive session on the next agenda to discuss legal action against the engineer.  John 

Rood agreed.  John Rood wants to know what the feasibility on this would be from legal 

representation at the next meeting.   

 

Old Business:  

A.  Village Ordinance for Junk:  Dan Nolan asked the board how much interest they have in this as he 

wants a subcommittee.  They can appoint a trustee to enforce the ordinance as well as money can be 

appropriated for it next fiscal year.  Dan Nolan, John Rood and Marc Cinnamon volunteered to work 

on the committee 

 

B.  Selection of Auditor:  Cindy Barnes spoke with Lauterbachamen about the billing there was an 

error in the price quoted.  The conversion fee would only be for the first year.  They also assured her 

that if after the first year if the village is not pleased with the services they would allow them out of 

the 3-year contract.  The attorney recommended getting that in writing in the contract.  Motion:  Al 

Aspengren motioned to hire Lauterbachamen as the new auditor.  Jamie Deutsch seconded.  All in 

favor voted aye, motion carried. 

 

New Business: 
A.  Fifteen Minute Parking:  It was discussed there are signs blocking the entrance ways to business 

entrances at these locations as well as the concern of drinking in the public way.  Mrs. Hicks will 

speak with the business owner again. 

 

B.  Safety Concerns:  The board approved purchasing another sign for crossing which will be placed 

along Route 30 near Illini.  Frank Ottengheime will also look into a flashing speed limit sign.    

 

Dan Nolan motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:44 p.m. Frank Ottengheime seconded.  All in favor 

–Aye.  Motion carried. 

 

 Meeting Minutes of the Village of Shabbona, Illinois submitted by Village Clerk Allison   

 Kidd Probst. 

 

/s/________________________________   April 2, 2017 

 

 


