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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-09-24(B) 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 5, “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC,” OF 

THE SHABBONA MUNICIPAL CODE 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the corporate authorities of the Village of Shabbona as 

follows:  

 

SECTION ONE.  That Title 5, of the Municipal Code of the Village of Shabbona be 

amended by providing for a new Chapter 6 as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 6 

GOLF CARTS AND UTILITY TERRAIN VEHICLES 

 

5-6-1:   DEFINITIONS 

5-6-2:   REQUIREMENTS 

5-6-3:   COMPLIANCE WITH TRAFFIC LAWS 

5-6-4:  OPERATION WITHIN VILLAGE 

5-6-5:   PERMITS 

5-6-6:   PENALTY 

 

5-6-1: DEFINITIONS: 

 

GOLF CART: A golf cart is defined in 625 ILCS 5/1-123.9 and means a vehicle specifically 

designed and intended for the purposes of transporting one (1) or more persons and their golf 

clubs or maintenance equipment while engaged in the playing of golf, supervising the play or 

maintaining the condition of the grounds on a public or private golf club. A motorized vehicle 

with three (3) or four (4) wheels that is not designed to be operated at a speed of more than 

twenty-five (25) miles per hour whose purpose can include, but is not limited to, playing golf and 

is generally designed to carry persons including a driver. 

 

For the purposes of this chapter, a “golf cart” specifically does not include all-terrain vehicles, 

highway motorcycles, or any other vehicle which is not described within the foregoing 

definitions of “golf carts.” 

 

UTILITY TERRAIN VEHICLE: Any motorized off-highway device designed to travel primarily 

off-highway, 50 inches (50”)or less in width, having a manufacturer's dry weight of one 

thousand five hundred (1,500) pounds or less, traveling on three (3) or more non-highway tires, 

designed with a seat or saddle for operator use, and a steering wheel for steering control, except 

equipment such as lawnmowers; which is capable of attaining a speed of no more than twenty 

five (25) miles per hour. 

 

VILLAGE STREETS: Any of the streets or alleys dedicated within the boundaries of the village. 

 

STATE ROADS: All roads under the state’s jurisdiction. 

 



 

 

TOWNSHIP AND COUNTY ROADS: Any roads under the jurisdiction of the township and/or 

county road districts, respectively, and shall include any roads outside the boundaries of the 

village limits under such jurisdiction. 

 

5-6-2: REQUIREMENTS: 

 

All persons operating a golf cart or a utility terrain vehicle on the streets under the jurisdiction of 

the village must ensure compliance with the following requirements: 

 

A. Proof of Liability Insurance – the driver must carry it in the vehicle at all times. 

 

B. Valid Driver’s License. 

 

C. Driver must be age sixteen (16) or older. 

 

D. Registration with the village. 

 

E. Required Equipment: 

 

1. Brakes and brake lights; 

 

2. A steering apparatus; 

 

3. Tires; 

 

4. Rearview mirror; 

 

5. Approved “slow moving vehicle” emblem on the rear of the vehicle; 

 

6. Headlight that emits a white light visible from a distance of at least five hundred 

feet (500’); 

 

7. Taillamp that emits a red light visible from a distance of at least one hundred feet 

(100’); and 

 

8. Any additional requirements which may be required by the Illinois Compiled 

Statutes, as amended.   

 

F. The maximum number of occupants in such vehicles shall be deemed to correspond with 

the total number of seats available on the vehicle. 

 

G. All children under the age of thirteen (13) must be securely fastened with a seat belt 

while the vehicle is in operation. Children that are unable to sit up on their own with a 

seat belt, must be secured in a proper child safety seat.  

 



 

 

H. If the vehicle is not equipped with a turn signal, the operator of the vehicle shall use 

current accepted hand signals to signal turning. 

 

5-6-3: COMPLIANCE WITH TRAFFIC LAWS:   

 

Drivers of golf carts and utility terrain vehicles must comply with all applicable provisions of the 

Illinois Vehicle Code, and with all traffic laws otherwise codified by this code. A person 

operating or in actual physical control of a golf cart or utility terrain vehicle as while under the 

influence of alcohol or drugs as described herein on a roadway is subject to DUI under 625 

Illinois Compiled Statutes, which addresses driving under the influence.  

 

5-6-4: OPERATION WITHIN VILLAGE: 

 

A. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, it is unlawful for any person to drive or 

operate a nonhighway vehicle upon any street, highway, or roadway in the village. 

 

B. Golf carts may not be operated on sidewalks or other public property not accessible to or 

authorized to vehicle traffic. 

 

C. Golf carts may only be authorized on village streets as set forth by this chapter of the 

village code. Golf carts may not be operated on streets and highways, and roads under the 

jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation, any County Highway 

Department, or Township Road. 

 

D. Golf carts and utility terrain vehicles may only be operated on streets within the village 

which have a speed limit of no more than thirty-five (35) miles per hour.  

 

E. Crossing of state highways shall only be allowed a perpendicular angle of ninety (90) 

degrees. 

 

F. Golf carts and utility terrain vehicles shall come to a complete stop before attempting to 

cross any highway. 

 

G. Golf carts and utility terrain vehicles may be operated during the hours between sunset 

and sunrise, as well as during daylight hours. 

 

H. The operator of the non-highway vehicle shall yield the right-of-way to all pedestrian and 

vehicular traffic which constitutes a hazard. 

 

5-6-5: PERMITS: 

 

A. No person shall operate a motorized golf cart or utility terrain vehicle without obtaining a 

permit from the village clerk, as provided herein. Permits shall be granted for a one-year 

period and may be renewed by May 31 of each year. The cost of the permit shall be 

twenty dollars ($20.00).  The cost of the permit includes the inspection of the golf cart or 

utility terrain vehicle. 



 

 

 

B. Every application for a permit by a resident shall be on a form supplied by the village and 

shall contain the following information: 

 

1. Name and address of the resident applying for the permit; 

 

2. Name of the liability insurance carrier; 

 

3. The serial number, make, model and description of the golf cart; 

 

4. Signed waiver of liability by the resident/applicant releasing the village from any and 

all future claims resulting from the operation of the golf cart pursuant to this chapter 

or any other ordinance of the village; 

 

5. Photo copy of the applicable liability insurance coverage card specifically for the golf 

cart or utility terrain vehicle to be operated on village streets; and 

 

6. Any other information as the village may require. 

 

C. No permit shall be granted unless the follow conditions are met: 

 

1. The golf cart or utility terrain vehicle must be inspected and approved by the village 

or a designee prior to application for the permit, in order to ensure that the vehicle is 

safe to operate only on the village streets as outlined on the village map and is in 

compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 

 

2. The applicant must provide evidence of insurance in compliance with the provision of 

the Illinois Statutes regarding liability insurance for passenger motor vehicles to be 

operated on roads in the State of Illinois. 

 

5-6-6:  PENALTY: 

 

A. The village has the authority to suspend or revoke a permit granted hereunder upon a 

finding that the permit holder thereof has violated any of the provisions of this chapter or 

if there is evidence that the permit holder cannot safely operate the motorized golf cart or 

utility terrain vehicle on the designated roadways. 

 

B. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be subject 

to a fine of not less than seventy five dollars ($75.00) nor more than seven hundred fifty 

dollars ($750.00) and cost of attorney fees, prosecution, and court costs. A second 

conviction shall result in the suspension of the permit for six (6) months, or the remainder 

of the permit year for the permit.  

 

C. Upon conviction of operating a golf cart or utility terrain vehicle on a state, county, or 

township road, other than crossing at the designated locations (as defined in operation 

with the village, and in this ordinance), shall result in a fine of no less than two hundred 



 

 

fifty dollars ($250.00) nor more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), plus court 

costs. First conviction shall result in a suspension of the permit for the remainder of the 

permit year. 

 

 

SECTION TWO. That the previous Chapter 6, “Enforcement and Penalty,” be renumbered to 

Chapter 7. 

 

SECTION THREE. Any Ordinance within the Village which is inconsistent with this 

Amendment is hereby repealed and the terms and conditions of this Ordinance shall control. 

 

SECTION FOUR. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage 

and approval as provided by law. 

 

PASSED BY THE Board of Trustees of the Village of Shabbona this 24th day of 

September, 2018, and approved by the President and the Board of Trustees this 24th day of 

September, 2018. 

 

 

AYES:   

 

NAYS:   

 

ABSTAIN:  

 

 

APPROVED: September 24, 2018 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Village President – Donald J. Goncher 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Village Clerk – Janet Clark 

  



 

 

CERTIFICATE 

 

 

STATE OF ILLINOIS ) 

    ) SS. 

COUNTY OF DEKALB ) 

 

 I, Janet Clark, certify that I am the duly appointed and acting Village Clerk of the Village 

of Shabbona, DeKalb County, Illinois. 

 

I further certify that on September 24, 2018, the Corporate Authorities of such municipality 

passed and approved Ordinance No. 2018-09-24(B), entitled AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

TITLE 5, “MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC,” OF THE SHABBONA MUNICIPAL 

CODE, including a cover sheet thereof prepared, and a copy of such Ordinance was posted in the 

Village Hall, commencing on September 24, 2018, and continuing for at least ten days thereafter.  

Copies of such Ordinance were also available for public inspection upon request of the municipal 

clerk. 

 

 Dated at Shabbona, Illinois, this 24th day of September, 2018. 

 

(SEAL) 

 

                                                                                

      Janet Clark, Village Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


