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Shabbona Village Board Meeting Minutes 
 

4/24/17 Regular Meeting 
The Regular Meeting of the Shabbona Village Board was called to order by Village President Claudia 

Hicks on Monday, April 24, 2017 at 7:00 P.M. in the meeting room of the Village Maintenance 

Building.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a roll call of officers and 

professional members of the village board. The following were in attendance:  

Title Name Present Not 

Present 

 Title Name Present Not 

Present  

 

President Claudia 

Hicks 
  

 Trustee Al 

Aspengren 
  

 

Treasurer Cindy 

Barnes 
  

 Trustee Marcus 

Cinnamon 
  

 

Clerk Allison 

Kidd 

Probst 

  

 Trustee Jamie 

Deutsch   

 

Attorney Keith 

Foster 
  

 Trustee Dan Nolan 
  

 

Engineer Norm 

Beeh 
  

 Trustee Frank 

Ottengheime 
  

 

Maint. Randy 

Davis 
  

 Trustee John Rood 
  

 

 

Additions to the Agenda: 
None. 

 

Citizen’s Addressing the Board:   
None. 

 

Nathan Schwartz- DeKalb County Engineer:   
Mr. Schwartz was present to address questions and requests from the board regarding the proposed 

Shabbona Road transition to the village.  The first request was extending the sidewalk over the 

railroad crossing.  He did not feel this would be a problem but did advise the board that this could be 

a 2-3 year project as quite a bit of paperwork would be required by the railroad.  A discussion was 

also held regarding making this a quiet zone crossing.  The arms would need to be moved back to 

accommodate a median that would need to be placed in the road.  There was concern whether there is 

enough room between the crossing and Route 30.  Mr. Schwartz would need to look at this.  The 

slopes could be regraded at the time of improvements.  It would only make sense to make this a quiet 

zone if all other crossing were make into quiet zones as well.  This would be a multi-year process as 

well.  He recommended speaking with Rochelle, Creston or Cortland as each of these towns have 

gone through the process.  The next topic was to extend the pathway project from Navaho to 

Preserve.  He is willing to review the sidewalks along this stretch and what extensions may be 

needed.  Frank Ottengheime asked about storm water management, again he is open to discussion on 

this topic as well as curb and gutters.  The sewer under the road needs some upgrading which should 



2 | P a g e  

 

be done before improvements made.  This is typically the municipalities responsibility, but he is open 

to discussion on improvements.  An easement may be necessary.  Mr. Schwartz stated that the more 

expensive the requests made the less likely he would be able to accommodate them.  John Rood 

asked what the process would be if an initial agreement is reached.  A survey along with a plan would 

be created and then Nathan Schwartz would take that to the highway committee to pass a resolution.  

Mr. Ottengheime advised there are numerous rocks in the yards as well as some of the yards have 

become too steep for mowing along the new pavement improvement of Shabbona Rd.  He will work 

with the landowners for a resolution.  Marc Cinnamon also let Mr. Schwartz know there are 3-4 trees 

in the right of way that need to be removed due to being a hazard.  These will be looked at.    

 

Reports and Action (Ad Hoc Committees): 
A.   Ad Hoc Committee for Trees:  Marc Cinnamon reported the solar lighting is being installed.  

Walls around the new signs will be extended by the end of June.  The signs at the north and south end 

of town are installed.  He has spoken with the landowners on the alleyway and has reached an 

agreement for removing the arbor vitae through a cost sharing proposal.  The total cost would be 

$2500.00 to remove all arbor vitae on both properties.  The homeowners have agreed to pay $500.00 

and $750.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to proceed with removal at the total cost of $2500.00 

with the village paying $1250.00.  Dan Nolan seconded.  Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, 

Yes: Deutsch, Yes: Nolan, Yes: Ottengheime, Yes:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried.  John Rood would 

like this paid on next fiscal year which will not be an issue.  Frank Ottengheime asked that Miles 

Wentworth have an opportunity on the project.  He would be required to have proper insurance.  Mr. 

Cinnamon also stated there are two silver maples in the same area that need to be removed.   The cost 

to remove those is $1500.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to pay $1500.00 to remove the silver 

maple.  Motion died for lack of second.  John Rood would like the other trees in town that need to be 

removed to be bid.   Mr. Wentworth will be contacted for a bid.  Sixteen planters have been filled 

with potting soil and planted.  They are being held at Marc’s home until they have rooted.  All new 

trees in town have been mulched with mulch donated by Dwight Taylor.  The Arbor Day ceremony 

will be held on May 23rd at ICE.  Shabbona has been awarded the Tree City USA again for the 

second year.   

 

B. Economic Development:  Jerry Foster reported the money from the DeKalb County Community 

Foundation was received.  NIU visited and is very optimistic.  There has also been discussion on 

looping the fiber optics in town.  The village will need to pay the $2000.00 that was agreed to for the 

study.   

  

Reports and Action:- 
 

A.  Sheriff’s Report:  No questions. 

 

B.  Building Department:  No report.  Cindy Barnes notified the board that she did receive an 

application and a check for a permit.  She contacted Karl Froehlich but he stated a permit has not 

been issued yet.   

  

C.  Shabbona Pathway Committee:  Dan Nolan reported the RTP grant application has been 

completed and submitted.  The ITEP grant is reopening for the fall of 2017.  The next meeting is May 

13, 2017.  
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D.  Village-Randy Davis or Bud Forrer: 

1.  A request from Tom Beeda has been received to remove the sidewalk alongside his house which 

goes to his garage.  It does not extend past his property and always fills with water when there is a lot 

of rain.  He would like it removed and dirt brought in.  Motion:  Al Aspengren authorized the 

removal of the sidewalk.  John Rood seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.   Dan Nolan 

also reported that W. Navaho needs some sidewalk repair.  It is next on the list. 

2.  Two ash trees on the corner of Totem Pole Lane and Moccasin are dead.  It was determined it is 

the homeowner’s responsibility to remove as it is not in the right of way.   

3.  Spraying weeds 

4.  Mowing 

5.  The screen door to the village hall will be replaced 

6.  The roof at the sewer is being replaced. 

7.  Randy and Bud’s insurance has each increased about $200.00 per month since the first of the year. 

 

Dan Nolan asked about the tile by Indian Creek Elementary School as it has been JULIE.  Kyler 

Excavating is going to look at the tiles for cracks.   

The box for posting the agenda has arrived and it was discussed that it will be mounted on posts 

facing the parking lot. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 
March 27, 2017 Board as a Whole Meeting:  Motion: Frank Ottengheime motioned to approve the 

minutes of the March 27, 2017 Board as a Whole Meeting.  Al Aspengren seconded.  All in favor 

vote aye, motion carried. 

 

March 27, 2017 Regular Meeting:  Motion: Frank Ottengheime motioned to approve the minutes of 

the March 27, 2017 regular meeting.  Al Aspengren seconded.  All in favor vote aye, motion carried. 

 

April 19, 2017 Shabbona is Picking Up Meeting:  Motion: Dan Nolan motioned to approve the 

minutes of the April 19, 2017 Shabbona is Picking Up meeting.  John Rood seconded.  All in favor 

vote aye, motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 
A.  Approval of Treasurer’s Report:  Al Aspengren asked Keith Foster about the Settlers Ridge 

money.  It may be deemed as abandoned money but would then need to be sent to the State of Illinois 

as abandoned.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve the monthly treasurer’s report.  Marc 

Cinnamon seconded.  Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, Yes: Deutsch, Yes: Nolan, Yes: 

Ottengheime, Yes:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried. 

 

B.  Water Issues:  None at this time 

 

C. Water Rates:  Motion:  John Rood motioned to raise the water and sewer rates 1.5% beginning in 

July 2017.  Dan Nolan seconded.  Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, Yes: Deutsch, No: 

Nolan, Yes: Ottengheime, No:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried. 
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Bills:    
Motion: Al Aspengren motioned to approve the bills to be paid and add the bill from Ka-Ti Flowers 

($206.20).  Jamie Deutsch seconded.  Roll call vote: Aspengren, Yes: Cinnamon, Yes: Deutsch, Yes: 

Nolan, Yes: Ottengheime, Yes:  Rood, Yes.  Motion carried. 

 

 

Norm Beeh- Village Engineer: 
A. New Well:  Norm Beeh was not present.  John Rood stated he would like the area around the well 

leveled and seeded before July 4th.  Claudia Hicks will also call Norm to see what can be done about 

the rust in the street near the fire station.    

 

Old Business:  

A.  Village Ordinance for Junk:  The committee met on April 19, 2017.  The ordinance was reviewed 

and changes were discussed.  They would like to change the grass length from 10” in height or length 

to 8”.  Fencing is an option for hiding items around the village hall.  To cover around the village hall 

and the sewer plant 625 feet would be needed, which is an estimated cost of $31,500 for an 8 foot 

fence.  Al Aspengren also mentioned paving the parking lots in the downtown area.  Dan Nolan asked 

about inspecting cars for valid tags on private property.  Keith will check into the possibility.  All 

changes would be limited to vehicles registered with the DMV and would not apply to boats etc.  It is 

required they be parked on improved surfaces on private property.  The committee also discussed 

adding one or two garbage cans along main street in town.  They will pursue fencing bids and will 

meet again in the next month or so.   

 

It was also discussed that placing another school sign at the corner of Illini and Comanche would 

require the school board to change the school zone.   

 

New Business: 
Liquor License:  

Black Beard Gaming- Class A $1250.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve.  Dan Nolan 

seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.  The board asked that the workers park their 

vehicles far enough back that they are not in front of the building.  John Rood also asked that Mr. 

Taylor attempt to monitor that people are not leaving his establishment with open containers of 

alcohol.   

R&R Pub- Class A $1250.00.  Motion:  Jamie Deutsche motioned to approve.  Marc Cinnamon 

seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.   

Indian Oaks Country Club- Class A $1250.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve 

contingent on receiving a check.  Dan Nolan seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.   

Wisted’s Country Market- Class A $1250.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve 

contingent on receiving a check.  Frank Ottengheime seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion 

carried.   

Casey’s- Class B $500.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve.  Dan Nolan seconded.  All 

in favor voted aye, motion carried.   

Express Lane- Class C $750.00.  Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to approve.  Marc Cinnamon 

seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.   

R&R Pub Gaming License- Two license $70.00.  Motion:  Jamie Deutsch motioned to approve.  

Marc Cinnamon seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion carried.   
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Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to enter executive session at 9:11 pm to discuss personnel issues 

and legal action.  Keith Foster informed the board they could not discuss the legal action regarding 

Mr.  Beeh in executive session.  Frank Ottengheime seconded.  All in favor voted aye, motion 

carried. 

 

The meeting was called back into regular session at 9:28 pm.   

 

Motion:  Al Aspengren motioned to continue employing Randy Davis, Raymond Forrer, Cindy 

Barnes, and Allison Kidd-Probst in their current positions with a 2% raise.  Also to keep Janet Drury 

and Denise Houghtby as the crossing guards at their current pay as well as continue to have Denise 

Houghtby clean the village hall at her current pay. Dan Nolan seconded. All in favor voted aye, 

motion carried. 

 
A. Discussion of Legal Action Regarding Norm Beeh:  Frank Ottengheime asked Attorney Foster if 

Mr. Beeh could be held liable.  Keith Foster stated he did not know and it would be difficult to 

determine the amount of damages. It would require another engineer to evaluate the well.  He advised 

that it would be a costly and very time consuming process to move forward with.  John Rood stated 

that the same people who are upset about the well would also be upset about spending a lot of money 

to resolve the issue.  Frank Ottengheime concluded that the questions needed to be asked on behalf of 

the residents and had been asked and answered.  The board did not motion to move ahead with any 

legal proceedings.    

 

  

 

John Rood motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:10 p.m. Dan Nolan seconded.  All in favor –Aye.  

Motion carried. 

 

 Meeting Minutes of the Village of Shabbona, Illinois submitted by Village Clerk Allison   

 Kidd Probst. 

 

/s/________________________________   April 30, 2017 

 

 


