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VILLAGE OF SHABBONA 

ITEP/Proposed Downtown Streetscape Improvements 

 Meeting Minutes 

September 19, 2019 
 

Presenters:  Marc Cinnamon, Don Goncher, Dylan Schroeder of Fehr Graham 

Trustees in attendance:  Frank Ottengheime, Richard Lockowitz, Josh Clark 

48 people in attendance 

 

Public Meeting was called to order by Village President, Donald J. Goncher, at 6pm on Thursday, 

September 19, 2019, at Village Hall.  Agenda, purpose, and guidelines for meeting were covered by 

Don Goncher. 

 

Dylan Schroeder of Fehr Gram went through the concept drawings and the goal of looking at 

downtown area and coming up with ideas on how to beautify downtown, slow traffic down, and bring 

people to downtown area.  Fehr Graham analyzed and observed space, one note was that there is 

ample parking but not in a way that is pedestrian friendly.  Some of the downtown street trees have 

died or could use refreshing and these plans bring in quality aesthetics more suited for trees that stand 

the test of time.  It also provides entrance and gateway to downtown and will contribute to slowing 

traffic down, a lot of traffic comes thru downtown and the bump outs on plans allow reprieve for 

pedestrian crossing and slows down traffic. Village Center is where we want to really slow down 

traffic and include signage or clock tower unique to Shabbona as a calm pedestrian area, a safe and 

unique space.  Other part speaks to beautification, raised planters throughout downtown, unifying 

downtown and makes entire downtown look unique and cohesive, quality low maintenance plants 

would be used and bring color and life to downtown. There would be some parking removed in select 

areas, but it would be relocated and additional parking would be added.  Marc Cinnamon explained 

that the street parking width downtown will be 1’ wider on each side, towards Casey’s would stay the 

same width with updated landscaping.  Route 30 lane widths are IDOT standard. 

 

PUBLIC Comments: 

Kris Storey asked where parking spaces are going to be.  Marc and Dylan spoke to locations:  Route 

30, side streets, and public parking lots.  Don: regarding Nokomis Street, he will be meeting with 

railroad in near future regarding easement agreement to include improve alley and parking behind 

businesses; paving and making one way in and out. 

 

Judy Hogan concerned about the parking lot between her residence and apartment building—who  

will be able to park in it? She currently parks near her rear porch. Marc Cinnamon said that is a 

public parking lot owned by Village.  She also expressed concern about restaurant parking and taking 

away too many parking spaces in front of Shabbona Cafe.  She requested to rethink about parking.  

Dylan spoke to ADA requirements at village center and identifying handicapped parking and 

accessible ramps.  It is a big consideration, ADA grade to most buildings.  Handicapped parking 

spaces at café are a consideration. 

 

Beth Einsele asked about post office parking, plans are showing 4 spaces.  She requested that be 

relooked at. 
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Joy Fay thinks slow down area should be moved up on hill (Illini Street) or further down (Nokomis 

Street).  Expressed concern over Shabbona Café parking and said relocating Village Center would 

help restaurant, laundry mat, and post office parking 

 

Debbie Feltz coming from Casey’s towards Illini kickouts are not good at intersection, especially at 

Illini Street. Dylan explained that bump outs are used a lot to calm and slow traffic.  She asked about 

a right turn lane from Illini Street to Route 30.  Dylan said that could be considered and would have 

to be approved by IDOT. 

 

Beth Einsele asked if Route 30 would be redone with this and where do they start and stop Route 30?  

Marc Cinnamon said that he and Don have met with IDOT and are working with them on this project 

and condition of Route 30.  Route 30 will be redone from County line Road to East side of Shabbona.  

IDOT has notified Village that they are moving up timeline, are very interested in this project, and 

they want to coordinate with us, goal is to move up IDOT redo and do downtown all at the same 

time.  Marc Cinnamon said that having all done at once will have less construction delays, and also 

would not tear everything up like in 2004 when infrastructure (sewer and water mains) were redone.   

 

Megan Delatorre asked if the alley will be paved.  Don Goncher explained that he is making contact 

with railroad to discuss lease/easement and that it would be paved and have parking that could be 

identified for business owners and employees, but it would also be public parking.  It was also asked 

about Garbage companies, delivery trucks using alley, answered that would continue as it does now.   

 

Jim Seeling said that last time he was told it would be a 4-6 week project in front of his business and 

instead it was 5 months.  Marc responded that was due to infrastructure that was done in 2004, 

Nokomis Street west will be mill and overlay road and new landscaping.  Essentially most of work 

will be Illini Street to Nokomis where all sidewalks will be redone.  Jim also expressed concern that 

Chumley’s lot was left a mess after last time, concrete broken up, and never fixed.   

 

Marc said that Traffic counts on Route 30 per IDOT is 4200 vehicles, probably closer to 5000.   

 

Megan Delatorre asked about handicap parking in front of café, Dylan said there will be spaces and it 

will be required by IDOT, there are guidelines to be met for ADA accessibility and ADA is a big part 

of the concept plans. 

 

Question asked about pedestrian crossings and Dylan said that there would be pedestrian activated 

flashers at Illini and Mohawk Streets—Kris Storey said that these need to be at Nokomis Street too 

and a couple others agreed. 

 

Joy Fay asked if grant pays for all of this.  Marc Cinnamon explained grant does not pay for all of it, 

but IDOT is currently updating guidelines and delaying submittals until new guidelines are available; 

also Motor Fuel Tax has significantly more money available statewide.  Grants like this are typically 

80/20.  Asked if this will be added on to water bills or taxes—NO, cannot be added to water bills and 

no plans to increase property taxes for this grant.  Marc said that there have been other increases in 

revenue recent years that will help pay for this. 
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Betty Hartman asked if Bonds (water) had been paid off.  Yes, bonds have been paid off to save 

$10,000 in finance charges.  The maintenance fee on Utility Bills is being used to pay Village general 

fund back.  Also asked if any other major infrastructure projects are needing to be done.   Don 

Goncher said that sludge removal was completed and cost was high due to the fact it hadn’t been 

done in over 40 years, and new aeration is being installed at sewer plant this fall.  New well will be 

completed (IL EPA loan), new well house will have filtering system to meet EPA water guidelines, 

West Navaho water mains will be replaced, and looping will be done on a couple of other water 

mains to increase flow to meet fire code.  West Navaho storm sewer and sanitary is being updated 

when water main is done (Village expense).   

 

Jim Seeling asked if there would be business owner grants for building improvements.  Marc 

Cinnamon said that has been discussed as all improvements will help quality of life in town and be 

safer and slow down traffic.  Our goal is not to raise taxes and will continue looking into grants for 

other improvements. 

 

Dick Bend asked why reduce parking spots, he needs to park in front of restaurant.  Marc Cinnamon 

said we will look at addressing and that every 4 parking spots will have level grade and grading to 

building entrances would be done wherever possible. 

 

Mary Houghtby concerned about curb cuts at gun shop as that drive is used for snow removal.   

 

Don said that Village will work with railroad on pedestrian crossings across tracks, still have more 

work to do and are looking at alternatives. 

 

Beth Einsele asked how many trees would be part of streetscape.  Dylan responded 40-50. She also 

asked what professional company will take care of mowing, tree maintenance, snow removal.  Marc 

said the Horticultural committee will take care of tree and plant maintenance. Unlike last time when 

IDOT chose trees, this time the Village will select trees and plants. 

 

Pat Herrmann:  southside of street, sidewalk wide and then step down, and lower always full of snow 

in winter and dangerous to open door.  Dylan explained this is due to “carriage walk” that allows car 

doors to open without hitting steps and will look at this. 

 

Judy Hogan asked about who is supposed to water. Marc said currently village is supposed to water 

regularly.  In design plan, planters would have drip irrigation. Snow removal: concern expressed for 

village guys to clear around everything. Marc said that there are ways to get snow removed. Megan 

Dellatore asked who upkeeps irrigation system, Marc said that Village will maintain and that snow 

removal will be discussed by board.  

 

It was asked what will happen with existing planters.  Marc said that Horticultural Committee will 

reuse existing planters throughout village. 

 

Pat Johnson asked if sidewalks had to be torn up for irrigation.  Marc said yes but sidewalks being 

redone with plan and it would all be done along with IDOT resurfacing Route 30. 

 



 

4 | P a g e  

 

Pat Herrmann concerned about village center, said that there needs to be handicap parking and thinks 

moving village center to Illini Street is good idea. 

 

Frank Ottengheime asked the cost of this project.  Marc said that preliminary estimate $1.79 million.  

Richard Lockowitz asked about Village amount being $700,000.  Marc said that with new grant 

requirements Village share would be more like $350,000. 

  

There are other grants out there that will be explored to pay for other portions that aren’t ITEP grant 

covered. 

 

Mary Houghtby asked about blocking road off now and see how its going to affect everything.  Dylan 

said that it is possible to do a trial run.  The committee will discuss this. 

 

Richard Lockowitz said that the village already committed $20,000 twice and asked what the chance 

is we don’t get grant, Dylan said our chances are very good.  IDOT is very interested in working with 

us. Richard asked at what point do we have risk of losing money.  Work done is an investment and 

money will not be lost. 

 

Jim Seeley expressed concern over equipment parked near his business last time. Don and Marc said 

they will make sure business concerns are addressed.  Village will address logistics before project is 

started. 

 

Don and Marc said they have also met with Representative Tom Demmer and he is supportive of this 

project.   

 

Beth Einsele asked about current curb cuts in north area between D&H and wants to see stay same 

and Jim Seeling said he wants Chumley’s to continue to have space to pull in out. Dylan said that 

IDOT has to approve curb cuts and that we can address curb cuts in our plans as well. 

 

Don Goncher asked if there were any other thoughts or ideas from those in attendance.  Fred Vandre 

asked about maintaining over next 10 years and Marc said it is all part of the planning process. 

 

Don Goncher said that there will be another public meeting at 6pm Monday, September 23, 2019, 

before 7pm monthly Board meeting.  Let attendees know they can also email or contact any one of 

the trustees with any other suggestions.  After Monday night meeting, will review with Fehr Graham 

and IDOT and update drawings. 

 

Don Goncher adjourned the meeting at 7:11pm. 

 

 

Meeting Minutes of the Village of Shabbona, Illinois submitted by Village Clerk, Jennifer Morrison. 

 

/s/____________________________________________, 2019 

Approved: 


